
 
Bilbao, September 10th 2008 

 
Dear friends in solidarity with Palestine,  
 

On 13 May 2008, PNGO, Ittijah, AIC and MEWANDO decided, in a meeting in Bilbao, 

to organize the Bilbao Initiative as a civil society assembly, a space and a process where 

Palestinian, European and anti-colonial Israeli civil society organizations will share 

perspectives and challenges in order to develop an active, effective and joint 

coordination tool for practical campaigning in solidarity with Palestine and towards a 

just peace.  

 
Call to join “The Bilbao Initiative: Towards a Just Peace in Palestine” 

Bilbao, October 29th , 30th, 31, 2008.  
 

We, the networks, organizations, research and academic centers, movements and social 
actors, have decided to call for a forum entitled “The Bilbao Initiative: Towards a Just 
Peace in Palestine”. Doing so, we positively respond to the initiative of the MEWANDO 
Network and other social networks, organizations and actors in the Basque Country, the 
Spanish State, the Middle East and Europe, following the Palestinian-Israeli-European 
forum and the Palestinian-Israeli meeting organized in Bilbao on October 17 to October 
19, 2003. A just peace can only be achieved with an organized civil society and on the basis 
of international law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the right to self 
determination. With this Reference Document, we call for a genuine mobilization of 
international civil society in favor of justice and sustainable peace in Palestine.  
 

Reference Document 
 

During the past years, war, occupation and foreign domination have been spreading across 
the Middle East, resulting in atrocities, destruction, war crimes and grave violations of the 
fundamental rights of people. This scenario is particularly acute in the Israeli-Palestinian 
colonial conflict, where Israel -- with active political, diplomatic and economic support 
from world powers, particularly the US and the EU -- has for sixty years sought to control 
as much of historic Palestine with as few of its indigenous Palestinian people as possible.   
 
The Oslo process and the Road Map which stemmed from the Madrid Middle East peace 
conference in 1991 ignored the basic requirements for justice and therefore failed in 
establishing enduring peace, security or prosperity in Palestine and the region. Most 
recently, the Annapolis Conference, initiated to serve the narrow interests of the US 
administration in the region, entirely ignored not only the tenets of international law but 
also the main requisites for a just resolution of the conflict. In fact, all these governmental 
initiatives were viewed by a majority in the region as attempts to cover up, if not collude 
with, an ongoing process of colonization of the Palestinian territory, of social and 
economic destabilization, and of progressive deterioration of living conditions in the 
region. 
 
The three basic requirements for justice and lasting, comprehensive peace are: 
  

1. An end to the Israeli occupation and colonization of the occupied Arab and 
Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem;  



2. The recognition and implementation of the rights of Palestinian refugees, including 
their right to return to their lands and properties, in accordance with UN General 
Assembly Resolution 194 (III); and  

3. Ending the Israeli system of racial discrimination against and delegitimization of the 
Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

 
Since the year 2000, Israel’s colonial and racist policies against the Palestinian people have 
continued to worsen, manifesting themselves in repeated use of collective punishment; 
massive colonization of and the construction of the Apartheid Wall on occupied land; 
plundering of Palestinian natural resources; fragmentation of Palestinian society; 
demolition of homes; denial of basic freedoms through siege and military closures; 
incarceration of thousands of political prisoners; hindering access to education and health 
services; indiscriminate killings of civilians, a third of whom were children; systematic 
destruction of Palestinian civil and social infrastructures; and the substantial devastation of 
Palestinian farm lands and the environment.  
 
In 2006, following the exercise of their democratic right to freely elect their representatives, 
the Palestinians were subjected to what started as a severe economic and financial blockade 
imposed by Israel, the US and the EU and later developed into a full-fledged siege of 1.5 
million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, described by ranking UN officials and human rights 
organizations as war crimes. The latest EU policy aimed at upgrading the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement despite Israel’s grave and persistent violation of the Agreement’s 
own human rights clause is widely viewed by Palestinian civil society and its international 
supporters as insistence on complicity with Israel’s occupation and human rights violations. 
 
The actual situation in the region, 60 years after the establishment of the State of Israel 
through the ethnic cleansing of Palestine, or the Nakba, after 41 years of continuous Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights and 
Shebaa Farms, 5 years after the US-led invasion of Iraq, is reaching a boiling point. This 
and the intensifying US-Israeli threats of war against Iran -- and earlier, Syria -- confirm the 
need for effective and urgent solidarity, as well as a regional, multilateral approach that 
conforms to international law and universal principles of human rights. 

In light of the above, we believe that creative and effective support for the Palestinian civil 
society’s unified Call for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel until it 
complies with its obligations under international law is the most morally and politically 
sound instrument of solidarity in the struggle for freedom, equality and a just peace.  
 
Today, representatives of Spanish civil society are inviting their counterparts from the 
region to establish a civil agenda for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East and to 
collectively and effectively organize to pressure governments as well as local and 
international institutions to contribute to justice and peace in Palestine and the region. 
Above everything else, this civil full respects and promotes the inalienable right of all the 
people in the region to live in peace, freedom, equality and dignity, in compliance with 
international law and universal human rights. 
 
For this reason, “The Bilbao Initiative: Towards a Just Peace in Palestine” convenes this 
special meeting, sharing the deep concerns and the demands expressed in the successive 
reports by the UN’s former special rapporteur for human rights in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, John Dugard, to promote the urgent and multilateral search for a just and lasting 
peace based on international law, the pertinent UN resolutions and the consultative 



opinion of the International Court of Justice of 9 July 2004, which condemned the illegality 
of the Israeli Wall and settlements established on occupied Palestinian and Arab land. 
 
By launching this initiative, the Bilbao Initiative builds successive declarations issued by the 
European Coordinating Committee on the question of Palestine (ECCP) on the occasion 
of the 40th anniversary of the occupation of the Palestinian territories (West Bank, Gaza 
strip, East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan Heights), the resolution by the Spanish 
Congress of Deputies of 20 June 2007, and the joint declaration by the parliamentary 
Intergroup for Palestine and the Solidarity network against the occupation of Palestine, 
dated 26 April 2007. 
Giving voice to civil society, which has fought for years to promote justice and peace in 
Palestine and the region, is a duty of all those organizations and citizens who believe a 
better world is possible and are working towards it. Our joint struggle must be solidly 
based on: 
 

� Acceptance of international law; 
� Agreement on the equality of all humans -- regardless of religious, ethnic, gender or 

other identity – and, therefore, on the equal entitlement of all to human rights; 
� Commitment to ending colonial, racist and social oppression. 

 
All interested organizations in joining to this civil society assembly are 
entitled to endorse our reference document and contact, as soon as 
possible, MEWANDO Coordination in order to participate. We expect 
to close the list of participants by October 15th.  
 
CONTACT DETAILS: 
 
MEWANDO Net  -  Middle East without Wars and Oppressions 
Bilbao Working Team - Coordination 
 +34 944792258 
+34 655650048  
mewando@mewando.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Provisional program. 
 
The Bilbao Initiative will start with this civil society Assembly for coordination and 
strategizing, to take place in Bilbao on October 29th (opening session)  30th (Panels) and 31st 
(working sessions) 2008.  
 
The opening session, with the title “"From besieged Gaza to colonized Jerusalem: 
Israeli war crimes" will set up the framework of the current situation.  
 
On the first day, four thematic areas will be presented and debated in a series of four 
panels that are open to the public.  
 
The second day, a series of corresponding thematic workshops will focus on producing 
practical action plans for solidarity work based on the discussions the day before and the 
previous works conducted by the participants. Take into account that only registered 
organizations (not networks) endorsing the reference document are entitled to participate.  
 
Each panel will have 3 speakers and a reporter  
 
The speakers, approved by the Steering Committee (PNGO; ITTIJAH; AIC), will present 
written statements on the specified topics, with a special focus on analysis that can be 
useful for solidarity activism.  
 
And the reporters will be in charge of transforming the debate into final written 

documents. 
 

October 29th 
19.00  
 

• Suha Barghouti. 
Member of the Board of  PNGO. Union of Palestinian Women. 

 

• a member of MEWANDO 
 

Opening Session: "From besieged Gaza to colonized Jerusalem: Israeli war crimes" 
 

• Raji Sourani. 
Director of Palestinian Center for Human Rights. Besieged Gaza Strip. 
 

• Hussein Abu Hussein. 
Palestinian lawyer in the state of Israel. Member of the Board of Ittijah. (Union of Arab 
Community organizations in the state of Israel) 
 

• Rana Nashashibi. 
The Civic Coalition for Defending the Palestinian's Rights and Jerusalem 

 
 
 
 

 



Thursday, October 30th, 
 
9.00 AM.  
 
PANEL 1: Political Impasse- Role of the International Community 
 

• Phyllis Bennis 
 

Director of the project “For a new internationalism ”.Institute for Policy Studies. 
Washington. Fellow at Transnational Institute. Amsterdam.  

 

• Norman Finkelstein 
 

Political Science lecturer. Author on several books on the palestinian/israeli conflict.  
 

• Mustafa Barghouti. 
 

Former Information Minister in the Palestinian national unity government in 2007. 
Presidential candidate for Al Mubadara  

 
Rapporteur:  
 

• Isaías Barreñada.  
 

Researcher on Arab world. Coordinator educational programs, Arab House in Madrid. 
 

11.30. AM 
 
PANEL 2: Palestinian Refugee Rights – Moral, Legal and Possible  

 

• Karma Nabulsi.  
 

Fellow at St Edmund Mary College. Oxford university. Former PLO representative.  
 

• Eitan Bronstein. 
 

Director of Zochrot.  
 

• Salman Abu Sitta.  
 
Former member of Palestine National Council. Researcher on refugee affairs and 
author of over 50 papers on the subject. Founder of Palestine Land Society.  
 

Rapporteur.  
 

• Teresa Aranguren. Journalist. Member of the Board, Spanish Committee of 
UNRWA  

 

 

 

 



15.30 P.M. 
 
Panel 3: Israel: Between Settler Colonialism and Institutionalised Racism 
 

• Yousef Jabarin.  
 

Lawyer and teacher. Haifa and Tel Aviv Universities. 
 

• Nadim Rouhana.  
 

Henry Hart Rice Professor of Conflict Analysis at George Mason University and 
heads the Haifa-based Mada al-Carmel, the Arab Center for Applied Social 
Research. 

 

• Jonathan Cook.  
 

English journalist based in Nazaret. He writes for Al Jazeera english, The Guardian, 
The Observer, Electronic Intifada. Counterpunch.  

 
Rapporteur:  
 

• Carlos Alberto Ruiz.  
 
Human rights director in MUNDUBAT. Member of the federation of Human 
Rights associations in Spain. International Law Phd.  

 
18.00 P.M. 

 
PANEL 4: Palestinian BDS Campaign: Effective Solidarity and Civil Resistance 
 

• Sue Blackwell.  
 
Birmingham University teacher focused on Palestine. 
 

• Salim Vally.  
 
South African teacher and political analyst at Witwatersrand University. Johannesburg. 
 

• Omar Barghouti.  
 
Palestinian engineer and choreographer. One of the founders of the PACBI 
(Palestinian academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel)  

 
Rapporteur:  
 
Paul Nicholson. Farmer. Member of EHNE. (Basque Agricultural Trade Union), 
European representative-Via Campesina. (Trans-national Agricultural organization). He 
was one of the internationals that shared with Arafat  the bombing of Mukata.   

 
 



Friday, October 31th  
 

9.00 P.M. 
 
Workshop 1: Putting Palestine Back on the Political Map 

 

• Issam Aruri.  
Member of the board of PNGO. Director of Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights 
Center  
 

• Haneen Zuby.  
General Director of I'lam – Media Center for Arab Palestinians in Israel. 

 

• Still to define 
 

11.30 P.M. 
 
Workshop 2: Connecting the right with the return 
 
 

• Mohammad Jaradat.  
Member of the Board of BADIL.  
 

• Still to define / two participants 
 
15.30 P.M. 
 
Workshop 3 : Re-defining Israel: Political and Legal Prospects 
 

• Iyad Rabi.  
Palestinian lawyer in the state of Israel. Director of Ahali Center for Community  
Development in the state of israel.  

 

• Sergio Yahni 
Director. Alternative Information Center. Jerusalem. 

 

• Still to define 
 
18.00 P.M. 
 

Workshop4: Mainstreaming BDS in Europe and the World 
 

• Adri Neuwhoff,  
Independent consultant. Strategic planning with Stop the Wall, PNGO, Ittijah. 

 

• Jamal Jumah. 
Coordinator of Stop the Wall.  

• Yael Lerer.  
Israeli activist and editor publishing Arabic literature in Hebrew. 
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